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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: The urban development of Tabriz faces numerous geological and engineering
Research Article challenges due to the presence of Neogene argillaceous-marly rocks. These rocks
exhibit low mechanical strength and bearing capacity, as well as high
deformability. This study aims to analyze these rocks and establish practical
correlations among their petrographic, physical, and mechanical properties,
alongside ultrasonic test results. These correlationscan help estimate uniaxial
compressive strength (UCS), compression wave velocity (Vp), and elastic
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Keywords: modulus (E). The findings indicate that argillaceous-marly samples, classified as
Soft Argillaceous-marly rock,  very weak to weak rocks or hard soils with significant deformability, exhibit low
Mechanical behavior,  compression and shear wave velocities. These samples are predominantly found
Petrographic properties, jn yellow, olive green, gray to dark gray, and brown colors throughout the city.

Compression wave velocity,
Shear strength parameters,
Fissure index.

The study reveals significant linear relationships between physical properties,
mineralogical composition, UCS, and E with seismic wave velocity. Notably,
there is a strong correlation exists between compression wave velocity and
uniaxial compressive strength, shear strength parameters, cement content, and
mineralogical composition in these rocks. These relationships suggest that
mineralogy, porosity, density, and slake durability index are key factors
influencing seismic wave velocity. Additionally, the variations in textural and
microstructural diversity of argillaceous-marly-marly samples contribute to
unpredictable mechanical behavior, which can pose potential hazards.
Furthermore, a qualitative fissure index (lg) was developed usingthe P-wave
velocity of the samples to classify them into categories of high fissurability.

Introduction

Argillaceous rocks are the most abundant type of
sedimentary rock, constituting about one-third of
all rocks on Earth. While primarily composed of
clay minerals, the term “argillaceous"
encompasses a broader range of rocks, including
lutite, mudstone, argillite, claystone, siltstone,
mudstone, shale, and marl (Kanji, 1998). These
rocks are mainly siliceous detrital formations,

consisting of silt and clay-sized particles, and
contain significant amounts of cement, such as
carbonate, silica, and iron oxide. The mineralogy
of argillaceous rocks is influenced by the
sedimentary basin and the conditions of the
sedimentary environment. Soft argillaceous
rocks exhibit several undesirable properties,
including low strength, fracturing, subsidence,
high compressibility, and rapid weathering.
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They possess an intermediate strength between
hard soil and soft rock, which necessitates the
use of specialized equipment for detailed
examination in soft rock mechanics and soil
mechanics (Calcaterra and Parise, 2010).
Specifically, argillite is a fine-grained
sedimentary rock composed primarily of clay
particles, essentially classifying it as a mudstone.
These rocks contain variable amounts of silt-
sized particles, and their metamorphism can
produce slate, phyllite, and pelitic schist. Marl,
on the other hand, is a calcareous argillite that is
less perishable than shale and mudstone due to
its calcium carbonate content. The diverse
mechanical properties of argillaceous rocks—
such as uniaxial compressive strength, elastic
modulus, Poisson's ratio, and compressibility—
are a result of different cementation and
diagenesis processes during sedimentation and
lithification. These properties are also influenced
by the rocks' petrographic characteristics. The
mechanical properties of a rock are affected by
its  mineralogical ~ composition,  texture,
microstructure, moisture content, porosity,
density, and the conditions and history of
diagenesis and sedimentary environment
(Fereidooni et al., 2015). The strength properties
of soft rocks directly relate to their textural
parameters, making factors such as constituent
minerals, matrix type, cement type, degree of
cementation, porosity, grain boundary or type of
grain contact, and microcracks are crucial in
determining strength. In recent decades, many
researchers have explored the relationship
between textural and strength properties of
rocks. Studies indicate that the percentage of
quartz minerals and particle contact are
positively correlated with uniaxial compressive
strength (UCS). The strength of soft rocks relates
closely to microstructural data and can be used
for qualitative rock classification. Ultrasonic
wave velocity testing is commonly employed to
estimate the elastic modulus and fissure quality
index of various rocks. This non-destructive
testing method can be conducted on rock masses
and intact rocks, both in the laboratory and in the

field, and is widely used in civil engineering,
geotechnical engineering, and mining projects
(Knackstedt et al., 2010). The ultrasonic test
pressure wave velocity (Vp) is valuable for
determining the elastic and mechanical
properties of rocks for various engineering
applications (Sharma et al., 2011; Nefeslioglu,
2013). In laboratory settings, seismic techniques
are frequently utilized to calculate the quality
index, physicomechanical properties, and elastic
and dynamic moduli of intact rocks, particularly
when cylindrical samples are available. The
microstructural analysis obtained through these
methods shows good correlation with the
petrographic  characteristics and  strength
properties of the rock (Mavko et al., 2009).
Ultimately, the petrographic and physical
properties of rocks such as mineralogical
content, density, water content, anisotropy,
temperature, and the presence of pores,
microcracks, and fissures are intrinsic properties
that fundamentally control the engineering
behavior of rocks. Consequently, the speed of
ultrasonic waves in rocks is determined by these
intrinsic properties. Tabriz city has long faced
challenges related to rock mechanics and
sustainability due to the prevalence of
argillaceous-marly rocks and various types of
modern and traditional construction (Fig.1).
Recently, some researchers have focused on
identifying the mechanical and physical
properties of Neogene rocks. For the first time,
this study, , aims to provide a more
comprehensive understanding of how clay
minerals affect resistance properties, as well as
pressure and shear waves, by considering the
geological properties of Neogene rocks in
Tabriz. A thorough program of rock mechanics
tests was conducted on 17 samples,
encompassing physical parameters, mechanical
parameters, and ultrasonic testing, along with
detailed petrographic studies. Furthermore,
univariate regression analysis was employed to
investigate the correlation between the
engineering properties and ultrasonic testing
parameters.
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Fig.1. Images of construction on soft argillaceous-marly rocks with unfavorable geotechnical properties: A)
Landslide in steep trenches in the calcareous mudstone unit in Mosalla town (view to the southeast). B) Loose
mud and gypsum layers on the route of the VVelayat Highway project (view to the north). C) Lignite, silt interlayers
with mudstone, calcareous mudstone, and argillaceous marl with high weathering potential and very loose in the
Marzdaran area (view to the southeast). D) The effects of weathering and cracking on slopes containing clay, silt,
and argillaceous marl in the Mirdamad region (view to the east).

Materials and Methods.

An experimental study was conducted involving
the collection of three samples from each drilling
core across 17 distinct regions. The cores, with
diameters of 95 mm, were extracted from depths
ranging from 10 to 56 meters, where varying
proportions of clay and carbonate minerals were
identified. Microscopic studies on thin sections
identified the petrographic and textural
characteristics of the argillaceous samples
(ISRM, 2007). Scanning electron microscopy
(SEM) examined the shape, size, and geometric
characteristics of voids within the samples. X-
ray diffraction (XRD) analysis determined the
major and minor minerals and the type and
content of clay minerals. The calcium carbonate
(CaCO03) content was assessed using the Bernard
method. The physical parameters evaluated

including dry density (yd), porosity (n), water
content (®), and durability index (Id)—were
determined according to ASTM D2216, ASTM
D4404, ASTM D2974, and ASTM D6444,
respectively. The uniaxial compressive strength
(UCS) of rock samples was tested under uniaxial
loading with natural water content, using the
axial load control method based on ASTM
D7012. The standard testing method for shear
strength (ASTM D5607) could not be employed
due to the low strength of the samples. Using a
direct soil cutting device based on ASTM D3080
was also challenging, as it required crushed
samples of 2 inches and risked damaging the
sample structure. To preserve sample integrity, a
cylindrical mold was designed to fit into the
square mold of the direct cutting device (Fig.2).
As well as, Ultrasonic testing was conducted on
several samples according to ASTM D2845.
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Fig.2. Images of the mold made and direct shear test of the samples

Results and Discussion

Microscopic examination of thin sections
revealed that the matrix between the grains
contained varying amounts of clay sludge,
primarily composed of sericite, as well as trace
guantities of quartz, calcite, and clay mud.
Notably, the samples had a high carbonate
content. These findings suggest that the samples
are predominantly composed of quartz, feldspar,
calcite, clay, and varying concentrations of
sulfur dioxide and iron oxide minerals (Fig.3).
Based on the results from X-ray diffraction
analysis, the primary mineral types present in the
samples were identified, including the specific
components of the clay minerals. Quartz,
carbonate minerals, clay minerals, and other
minor minerals.  are predominant, which
elucidates the characteristic  argillaceous
cementation observed in these samples.
Furthermore, the kaolin content within the
specimens ranges from approximately 4.2% to
11.3%, while montmorillonite content ranges
from 1.9% to 30.7%. The chemical composition

analysis indicated that the calcium carbonate
(CaCO3) content ranged from 12.5% to 63%. In
terms of mineralogical composition, clay
minerals such as illite, Smectite,
montmorillonite, kaolinite, and mica were
predominant, alongside other mineral phases
including feldspar, calcite, and quartz. These
mineral phases, especially the clay minerals, can
be analyzed using SEM images. Yellow and
green samples show a discrete structure with
weak bonds, also evident in weak gray samples.
The abundance of montmorillonite clay
minerals, characterized by weak van der Waals
bonds, significantly increases porosity, leading
to severe subsidence when exposed to water.
Gray samples exhibit a discrete aggregate
structure, influenced by fibrous illite and, in
some cases, kaoliniteThe SM1 sample exhibits a
flocculate aggregate structure. Additionally,
chlorite minerals in yellow, green, and some
gray samples reduce their strength by preventing
quartz cementation under incomplete diagenesis

(Fig.4).
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Fig.3. Microscopic images of thin sections of some Tabriz argillaceous -marly samples: A) Yellow sample
(SY2). B) Green sample (SC). C) Gray sample (SAL). D) Gray sample (SA3). E) Dark gray sample (SM1). D)
Dark gray sample (SM3).
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Fig.4. SEM images of some Tabriz argillaceous-marly samples: SEM images of some Tabriz argillite-marl
samples: A) Dark gray sample (SM1). B) Dark gray sample (SM3). C) Yellow sample (SY2). D) Sample (SC):
The regular interlayered chlorite/smectite (Corrensite) structure dominates the clay assemblage. The sample has a
"honeycomb” morphology, which is characteristic of the smectite containing flat, blade-like plates similar to
chlorite. E) Gray sample (SA1). F) Gray sample (SA3).

Analysis of the physical and mechanical MPa. The density (v 4) of the samples varied
properties of the samples is indicated that the between 11.0 and 20.0 kN/ms3, while the
uniaxial compressive strength ( o ¢) of the soft maximum density (v m) ranged from 12.0 to
rocks ranged from approximately 0.05 to 1.3 23.7 kN/m3. A comparison of these density
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values reveals significant differences attributed
to variations in porosity, which ranged from
6.3% to 48%. According to the classification
(Anon, 1979), all the samples studied fall into
the very weak category (Vs<2500m/s) in terms
of shear wave velocity. The mechanical and
physical properties of soft argillaceous rocks are
greatly affected by the distribution of clay
minerals as cements and structural particles.
Research indicates that a higher clay content in
the matrix is associated with a lower P-wave
velocity (Yang and Hu, 2020). The distribution
of clay particles significantly affects the elastic
properties  of  argillaceous  formations.
Consequently, clay minerals in these rocks—
unlike calcite and carbonate cements—exhibit
lower strength. A high percentage of clay
minerals can significantly influence diagenesis
and reduce cementation in argillitic sediments
that have not undergone complete diagenesis or
consolidation (Sams and Andrea, 2001). Similar
calculations indicate that microstructural
features have significant effects on P-wave
velocity. The elastic wave velocity decreases
with an increase in microcracks and pores in the
rock (Saxena et al., 2024). Microscopic analysis
shows that dark gray samples (SM1 and SM3),
with soft rock particle bonding and high calcite
cement content, exhibit fewer microcracks and
pores, resulting in higher seismic wave velocity
and uniaxial strength. Shear strength parameters
in these samples trend higher compared to
yellow and green samples. Petrographic and
mineralogical studies demonstrate that gray
samples have higher dry density and greater
ultrasonic wave velocity, attributed to a higher
presence of calcium carbonate and lower
amounts of montmorillonite. A strong, direct,
linear relationship was found between seismic
wave velocity, porosity, and dry density, with a

correlation coefficient of R2 = 0.92. These linear
equations indicate a strong influence of porosity
on wave velocity due to their high correlation
coefficients. Relationships between mineralogy
and seismic waves showed an R? value of
approximately 0.70, suggesting an inverse
relationship between clay mineral percentages,
specifically montmorillonite and illite, and
seismic wave velocity. Kaolinite, on the other
hand, has a minimal impact, with a correlation
coefficient of R = 0.19. Increased calcium
carbonate enhances particle bonding, thereby
improving strength, physical properties, and the
velocities of P and S waves. In these samples,
mineralogical composition, porosity, and dry
density significantly influence compression
wave velocity.. Linear correlation analysis of
engineering properties and seismic wave
velocities identifies the parameters that have the
greatest impact on seismic waves. Compressive
strength, internal friction angle, cohesion, and
elastic modulus exhibit strong correlations with
seismic waves. Additionally, the slake durability
index, which is critical to the strength of
argillaceous and clay-rich rocks, correlates
highly with seismic wave velocity. Porosity, dry
density, and mineralogical composition
(montmorillonite, illite, and calcium carbonate)
are the most influential parameters on seismic
wave velocity. Given the relationships between
seismic wave velocity and strength parameters,
these correlations are logical. Consequently,
seismic wave velocity can be predicted based on
these parameters, which enhances our
understanding of the engineering and geological
characteristics affecting the strength and stability
of soft rock engineering structures. This
improves predictive capabilities in geotechnical
applications (Fig. 5).
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Fig.5. Correlation diagram between engineering parameters and seismic wave velocity of Tabriz argillite-marly
samples: A) Correlation diagram of porosity percentage and seismic wave velocity. B) Correlation diagram of dry
density and ultrasonic wave velocity. C) Correlation diagram of illite percentage and ultrasonic wave velocity. D)
Correlation diagram of montmorillonite percentage and ultrasonic wave velocity. E) Correlation diagram of
plagioclase percentage and ultrasonic wave velocity. F) Correlation diagram of calcium carbonate and ultrasonic
wave velocity. G) Correlation diagram of UCS and ultrasonic wave velocity. H) Correlation diagram of adhesion
and ultrasonic wave velocity. 1) Correlation diagram of internal friction angle and seismic wave velocity. J)
Correlation diagram of second cycle durability index and ultrasonic wave velocity. K) Correlation diagram of

elastic modulus and ultrasonic wave velocity.

Conclusions
The analysis of experimental results revealed

that several mineralogical, physical, and
mechanical parameters of Neogene Tabriz
argillaceous samples affect their mechanical
properties, particularly seismic wave velocity in
ultrasonic testing. The findings suggest that clay
minerals (montmorillonite and illite) and
calcium carbonate are significantly related to
wave velocity and strength  properties.
Correlations between engineering properties and
S and P wave velocities show that mineralogical

indices, porosity, durability indices, and dry
densities  greatly influence  mechanical
properties, which significantly affect seismic
wave velocities. Specifically, compression wave
velocity increases with a higher percentage of
calcium carbonate and a lower percentage of
montmorillonite, illite, and feldspar.
Additionally, denser samples exhibit higher
wave velocity, highlighting the impact of density
on wave propagation. However, these
relationships are specific to Neogene rocks of
Tabriz and cannot be generalized to all
argillaceous rocks.
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Fig.1. Images of construction on soft argillaceous-marly rocks with unfavorable geotechnical properties: A)
Landslide in steep trenches in the calcareous mudstone unit in Mosalla town (view to the southeast). B) Loose
mud and gypsyum layers on the route of the Velayat Highway project (view to the north). C) The effects of
weathering and slaking on slopes containing clay, silt, and argillaceous marl in the Mirdamad region (view to the
east). D) Lignite, silt interlayers with mudstone, calcareous mudstone, and argillaceous marl with high weathering
potential and very loose in the Marzdaran area (view to the southeast).
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Q2 River channel deposits
Q¢ Tabriz plain deposits mainly clay and marl
PLQ¢: Conglomerate, poorly consolidated

layers

M-PI: Ash-tuff (Fish Beds) tuffaceous sandstone, marl, conglomerate with diatomite and pumice

Ms¢: Red conglomerate with alternation of sandstone and red marl
M™: Gypsiferous marl, mudstone, sandstone, fresh-water limestone, (Lignite Beds)
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SP: Spilitic basalt, dolerite, gabbro

Ms™: Thick to medium bedded sandstone with marl beds
M¢s: Conglomerate, sandstone, interbedded with siltstone and marl
MP": Breccia, tuff-breccia, violet and purple red beds of conglomerate, sandstone, mudstone and marl

(National Geological and Mineral Exploration Organization, 1993):\+« -« - s e ol ey ads Y S

Fig.2 The geological map of the study area, scale: 1:100000 (National Geological and Mineral Exploration

Organization, 1993)
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Table 2. Geographical location and physical characteristics of the samples
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Fig. 3. Images of the site and excavated samples from different areas of Tabriz city

(ASTM )5 ouis ascie sladsg, Gub Ll olal gu8s
w0 ol s latiges 45 Llowl 5l 0 (yees D2216)
s o Ll 0,5 59 abbge b Jodss g aeudsls asiws Ol

IV UUPL LS WS VLR VI VR V-3V

JERTININERI
Soow 6L“4-;5'°-; UCS) § )97 S5 6)L£$ C;\.Agu.a
Sl lyome b (alid o (gp9me S5 (5)08,0 co |,
(ASTM (bl 52 03,15 (55570 b J558 o9y b (s
a8 L ool 5550 sladiges .ol plsl D7012, 2011)
S 9 yho b VA--YFe Job sSTas i Lo A0-YO
O gl ol 4y (VO-Y/O) LID s 4y Jgb
ub)‘«..\.oL».w‘ wl...u‘;n u“:’.L“)T u”ﬂ) )‘ solawl ‘S.MJ)J Cmgl.a.c
5 diges b Cwglio JJaw (ASTM D5607, 2016)
3leolatul puzmen 9.5 colaiwl LB sl Jb ez pac
ASTM ) O)‘JJLL»‘ wL..J‘ » S w...w w).' oo
Y olel b ool 8,5 dges 4 5Ls LJay «(D3080, 2011
@ 5 JShe b aged )3l o5 5 (2
Doy oliws ceslie iyl @ az g L I 0g ol en
5 S S Coiles Cq dadiged iy pediees
B ocole 4 pladl dediges sl (Soje5caws

‘09».:‘50 dosd oKwo U‘i‘ o) ;,JL9 J.>L> as 6‘4)‘9.~.w‘

ESTENIS ERRIIN

b G g (31559 5% (o)

S sl SRy (S sbShy @bl sl
S35 2 @S Sen Slalllae o glo = lys)T (sladiged
ol ople (ISRM, 2007) ws pll 535 abolie
WSS oz slr CEM) (chg; (59,0l g8 Soe
Syge adiges JB slalad cwsin oS 5 ol
lodiges 59y 2 Sl andl ol (o) 2 2855 518 (o) 2
565 5l iz 5 (28 5 Lol Glo S (s
prelS Sl S (slgizee b plonl (o) Sl SIS Slyina
Slidss ol s 0, by, 5l eslaiwl b (CaCOs)
P9y 27 P5e )lin (oo by, 45w e LaS
e sloollinleil jo Sl S lgizme (e sl
(Lamas et al., 2002) ¢l )l o

S s a3l
(i cpl jo byl o9 sladiges (o8 sla gl
5 (@) Ol Glgime () S35 (yo) Ses anadls

ASTM D4404, 2018; ASTM D2216, 2019;)
alsl (ASTM D2974, 2022; ASTM D6444, 2016

‘_g).:fo)“..\j‘ L 6‘45‘9:‘-“"‘ (_gLam.Syu' ) Jf > vé)f


http://dx.doi.org/10.22034/JEG.2025.19.1.1019691  
https://jeg.khu.ac.ir/article-1-3157-fa.html

[ Downloaded from jeg.khu.ac.ir on 2025-12-06 ]

[ DOI: 10.22034/JEG.2025.19.1.1019691 ]

\ O)LA..:': AR 0,99 ‘G‘”A“Q’A(S‘“L"‘“ U"‘)

)

O IS bsed bl 5 (@) LBl Sl a4ly 4
23,5 o0 el

L oGrogilo Y-Y/0) cubrs a4 bbaiged uw 2305
08,8 13 abg e Cad Cod g odd (gjlwesle] Cds

© Sz syl 5 (D) ooy Cuglie (F JS2)

Waiged pitiems Loyt Ghales] s oot azsly B 5 g slas S
Fig. 4. Images of the mold made and direct shear test of the samples

1 oitan¢g —-—

es \
co™ e
rQ_“\Vo“

O

c

frict_ion_al
component

(Smith and Sachan, 2015) ¢ 5¢ polie 5 puiitas (o Cunglin ilej] 5l ool Casay Jloges & IS
Fig. 5. Graph obtained from direct shear strength test and values of ¢ and ¢ (Smith and Sachan, 2015)

IS8 s ol 00,5 oo Se¥l IS i jlas e
& Ll o 5 0ph e Jiie Siw 0ie 41 (o S|
S ;0 Bk 0 008 oyt SiYl Zlsel O 90
57l 5 WS oo Sud | Se el 00 S Joe G
Gt G WS (e b Olr JBSew 4 ) abgpe
S9dse S RS0l @eSuslinl o bawg b > JLSK

(£ JS8)

ol ol
ASTM) s lasten] bl p diges diz 59, 2 ialesl ol
i Cmiige S8 olSioles] Lo (D2845, 2021
OPSURPIN 25 RVIINL SHRSCIEIC NI B JOs T SPETIR 3
obsS Blyz ool S adgi bsSie oo )0 zse Jsbo

Joe 5950 8lge «889,9 (L oMb Az 0 g0 S8


http://dx.doi.org/10.22034/JEG.2025.19.1.1019691  
https://jeg.khu.ac.ir/article-1-3157-fa.html

[ Downloaded from jeg.khu.ac.ir on 2025-12-06 ]

[ DOI: 10.22034/JEG.2025.19.1.1019691 ]

Yy

0ol3 b0l | lgal i 2 g gmiign 5 ool Si sla Sy (o)

S AleS jglive Cpuwdige &S 8 olKiulej] ;0 Sgol 3 ialesl plil 5 adigas (55lwoslel 5l (6 pglas & JSis
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Fig. 7. Microscopic images of thin sections of some Tabriz argillaceous -marly samples: A) Yellow sample (SY2).
B) Green sample (SC). C) Gray sample (SA1). D) Gray sample (SA3). E) Dark gray sample (SM1). D) Dark gray
sample (SM3).
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Fig. 8. XRD test results for Tabriz argillaceous -marly samples
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Table 3. Major and minor minerals based on XRD analysis

XRD ko g 40525 (ool 2 (o258 9 (ol lesls ¥ Jgur

ol sla s

=P sl gl

Cid B 5 (092 7050) S Sl ,S (35,1987
Magnesium Carbonate Calcium, Quartz,
Kaolinite.

oIS 5 Codgy ygecise wioly]

SM1, SM2, SM3, SM4, SM5
SM6, SM7, SM8, SM9

Illite, Montmorillonite, Chloride

Gl (il ((Cadigy yg0ige) CaiSam] 5 )leS

ool anST g (o9 saie
Quartz, Smectite, Kaolinite, Magnesium and
iron mica, Montmorillonite.

q,)b/ 3 w,JJ| coma SAI, SAZ, SA3, SA4, SAS

Gypsum, Illite, Chloride

Sodalite, Quartz, Montmorillonite, Kaolinite

CaCOs ol ccugsSassga (s SC

CaCO3, Gypsum, Illite, Muscovite

e85 5155 oS
Smectite, Quartz, Kaolinite.

W PRCTPI oS SY1,SY2

Gypsum, Illite, Muscovite

Ladiges oms) SIS Slsine 5 S35 5 oo Sla SIS e 5 elyl F Jgor

Table 4. Types and amounts of important minerals and composition and content of clay minerals in the samples

() o S oo 5 g5
Types and contents of minerals (%)

() gm0y S5 S 5 (gams i
Relative content of clay mineral composition (%)

peedS Sl S Pl e ek el g ygelige ekl Lges
CaCOs3 Quartz Clay mineral  Plagioclase Kaolinite Montmorillonite  Illite  Sample
38 14.9 40.0 7.1 7.9 20.4 11.7 SAl
40 22.9 30.4 6.7 2.2 20.4 7.8 SA2
18 24.9 47.0 10.1 5.0 24.9 8.1 SA3
30 24.1 39.2 6.7 8.3 20.2 10.7 SA4
38 18.5 38.9 4.6 2.3 24.9 11.7 SAS
63 26.9 10.1 0.0 7.9 1.9 2.3 SM1
58.5 18.5 19.0 4.0 6.4 8.3 43 SM2
58 30.3 11.7 0.0 5.0 4.1 2.6 SM3
56 24.9 18.7 0.0 8.1 6.7 3.9 SM4
53 20.5 325 0.0 7.0 18.7 6.8 SMS5
54 254 26.6 0.0 8.1 9.4 10.1 SM6
40.5 14.0 36.5 0.0 34 243 2.8 SM7
55 29.8 11.2 4.0 5.6 3.2 2.6 SM8
38 39.5 22.5 0.0 6.1 9.4 7.0 SM9
29 19.5 48.0 3.5 5.2 30.7 12.1 SC
13.5 22.0 59.9 4.6 2.1 43.1 14.7 SY1
20 22.1 47.8 10.1 6.4 28.1 13.3 SY2
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Fig. 9. SEM images of some Tabriz argillaceous-marly samples: SEM images of some Tabriz argillite-marl

samples: A) Dark gray sample (SM1). B) Dark gray sample (SM3). C) Yellow sample (SY2). D) Sample (SC):
The regular interlayered chlorite/smectite (Corrensite) structure dominates the clay assemblage. The sample has a
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"honeycomb™ morphology, which is characteristic of the smectite containing flat, blade-like plates similar to
chlorite. E) Gray sample (SA1). F) Gray sample (SA3).
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Fig. 10. Position of samples in the fissureg index classification (Fourmaintraux, 1976)
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Table 5. Results of physical tests of argillaceous-marly samples

n% b Cusb, b Ay Sas andls 1d% S53)ls ples asls Lol
Jos 0% Ym (KN /m3) ya(KN /m3) 1 2 3 4 5 Sample
19.0-19.5 20.5-20.8 17.6- 18.5 14.5-15.5 58 33 85 0 - SAl
21.0-35.0 15.0-15.5 15.0- 15.8 13.0-14.0 54 21 55 0 - SA2
28.0-36.0 20.0-20.5 14.6- 15.0 13.0-13.5 27 14 0 - - SA3
19.5-23.5 24.0-28.0 15.0-15.5 13.5-13.8 53 31 0 - - SA4
18.0-19.1 18.0-19.0 15.2-15.5 14.3-14.5 34 12 0 - - SAS
6.5-6.8 20.0-22.0 22.0-22.5 19.0-19.5 75 60 40 25 12 SM1
11.5-14 24.0-25.0 18.0-18.5 15.0-15.5 52 34 19 0 - SM2
10.4-12.1 20.0-21.0 21.5-22.0 18.0-18.2 63 46 12 0 - SM3
13.0-14.0 18.0-19.0 19.0-19.2 17.0-17.2 73 52 23 6 0 SM4
32.0-33.0 20.0-23.0 19.2-20.5 16.0-17.2 58 28 20 0 - SM5
30.3-33.7 16.0-17.0 16.5-17.4 15.0-15.5 27 14 0 - - SM6
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19.0-19.5 21.0-22.0 18.0-18.5 15.0-15.5 53 3 0 - - SM7
9.5-14.0 28.0-30.0 18.0-18.2 14.2-15.2 58 30 12 0 - SM8
25.0-28.0 17.0-19.0 16.0-16.5 13.2-14.0 38 15 - - SM9
20.5-28.0 30.0-33.0 17.5-18.0 13.5-14.0 23 - - SC

33.0-48.0 20.0-21.0 14.5-14.8 12.0-12.5 28 - - - SY1
25.0-38.0 25.0-28.0 12.0-16.0 11.0-13.0 24 0 - - SY2

il — sl slaaisal (SlSe sl iilejl @b & Jsur
Table 6. Results of mechuical tests of argillaceous-marly samples

soloe Joe

S5y Jsse

©oLad Zeeglie

SKlasl agly

Ag00 &)

(MPa) (MPa) (Mpa) ol C (MPa) @) sl (MPa)
19.0-20.0 15.6-17.7 0.34-0.41 0.17 23 0.14-0.30 SAlL
16.5-17.8 15.0-15.6 0.38-0.43 0.13 23 0.16-0.30 sA2 3
22.0-23.0 15.9-16.9 0.23-0.35 0.19 18 0.07-0.30 SA3 V{
9.5-10.5 5.4-6.5 0.20-0.24 0.17 20 0.10-0.20 SA4 9
11.0-11.8 5.4-6.9 0.33-0.37 0.11 17 0.08-0.2 SAS
31.5-31.6 18.0-24.5 1.1-1.3 0.53 39 0.73-1.5 SMI
27.0-30.0 19.2-21.0 0.80-0.85 0.40 33 0.45-0.80 SM2
26.0-30.0 18.0-20.0 0.60-0.71 0.27 33 0.28-0.70 SM3
28.6-30.0 16.0-23.0 0.67-0.69 0.17 33 0.35-0.50 SM4
22.0-23.0 14.9-15.0 0.58-0.68 0.20 30 0.35-0.50 SM5 P
27.0-28.0 20.0-21.0 0.46-0.50 0.17 33 0.24-0.40 SM6 %
9.5-10.6 6.0-6.5 0.46-0.48 0.13 24 0.20-0.30 SM7 °
18.2-23.4 12.5-15.0 0.48-0.55 0.16 26 0.22-0.45 SM8
28.0-29.0 19.0-20.0 0.58-0.68 0.33 32 0.35-0.68 SM9
16.5-17.5 12.0-12.5 0.38-0.42 0.11 17 0.09-0.20 e 1

9.09.5 3.5-4.0 0.14-0.17 0.06 13 0.03-0.08 SY1 .
11.5-13.5 6.0-7.9 0.20-0.23 0.06 7 0.03-0.08 SY2 >

adlllas )50 (ol -yl sladiged 5l (S Dpolp alesl @l Y Jsor
Table 7. Ultrasonic test results of some of the studied argillaceous-marly samples

. Comd (M]%a) (;’VSS) Vs emﬁ_;‘)b’; (\n’llj’s) &r9e QL~33VP Jb ok, e

Osl (s*107%) (s*107%) Byel  Nged  digel  dges N9

) em) () (m)

038 050 228 6863 0.128 11714 0.128 15 0094 _.1L 28 SAl
038 048 223 5429 0.329 947.4 0.189 18 0094 _.L 15 SA3
030 037 218 5018 0.468 959.2 0.245 235 009 .1 17 SC
030 036 1269 4053 0.567 784.6 0.293 230095 L 10 SYI
040 056 470 12000 0.137 2001.7 0.0824 165 0094 .1 45 SMI
050 050 395 8143 0.208 1408.9 0.121 17 009 .1 48 SM3
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Fig. 11 Correlation diagram between engineering parameters and seismic wave velocity of Tabriz argillite-marly
rocks: A) Correlation diagram of porosity percentage and seismic wave velocity. B) Correlation diagram of dry

density and ultrasonic wave velocity. C) Correlation diagram of illite percentage and ultrasonic wave velocity. D)
Correlation diagram of montmorillonite percentage and ultrasonic wave velocity. E) Correlation diagram of
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plagioclase percentage and ultrasonic wave velocity. F) Correlation diagram of calcium carbonate and ultrasonic
wave velocity. G) Correlation diagram of UCS and ultrasonic wave velocity. H) Correlation diagram of adhesion
and ultrasonic wave velocity. 1) Correlation diagram of internal friction angle and seismic wave velocity. J)
Correlation diagram of second cycle durability index and ultrasonic wave velocity. K) Correlation diagram of

elastic modulus and ultrasonic wave velocity.
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Table 9. Correlations and regression coefficients (univariate) of physical, mineralogical and mechanical
parameters with seismic wave velocity of Tabriz argillite-marly rocks

oaLs Vp R? Vs R?

n % Vp= - 40.38n+2100.6 0.93 Vs= - 26.089 n+1265.7 0.92
Ya(kN/m?) Vp= 166.44y4 — 1595.1 0.85 | Vs=107.64y4 — 1123.7 0.84
Mnt % Vp=-25.37 Mnt+1825.2 0.75 Vs=-17.42 Mnt+1825.2 0.70
1t % Vp=-71.42 11t+1091.8 0.70 Vs=-71.42 11t+1825.2 0.70
CaCOs % Vp=21.28 CaCO3+410.58 0.85 Vs=13.66 CaCOs3+177.01 0.83
1d2 % Vp =18.58 1d2+707.23 0.90 Vs=12.18 1d2+360.76 0.92

¢ (deg.) Vp =36.09 $+388.14 0.89 Vs=23.519 ¢p+154.74 0.89

¢ (MPa) Vp =2583.1¢+318.6 0.95 | Vs=168.42+318.6 0.95
E (MPa) Vp =53.08 E+0.027 0.78 Vs=34.97 E-106.84 0.80
UCS (MPa) Vp =1282.7 UCS+602.93 0.95 Vs=820.52 UCS+302.02 0.93
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Table 10. Correlations and regression coefficients (multivariate) of physical, mineralogical and mechanical
parameters with seismic wave velocity of Tabriz argillite-marl rocks

P Vs R? vp R?
n%/ya(kN/m®) | Vs=-63.96n- 12580 yq + 393370  0.94 | Vp=-9624n— 18555 yq + 60355  0.94
%/ Mnt% | Vs=- 19.941lt— 1024 Mnt + 105938 0.92 | Vp=-27.75llt— 16.8Mnt +1772.0 0.92
¢ /c (Mpa) Vs=8.36 ¢+1154.69 c+244.86 0.97 | Vp=12.84 $+1770.95 o+ 52636 0.97
E/UCS (Mpa) | Vs=6.89 E + 405.57UCS+ 340.03 032 | Vp=10.36E + 644.5UCS+660.68 0.35
1d%/CaCOs% | Vs=-0.841d2 + 12.78CaC0s +246.79  0.72 | Vp=-4.311d2+23.02 CaCOs+487.04  0.74
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